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The idea of a coup ffitat was not a hasty improvisation or
conceived in a sudden fit of rage. In 1935 the violent departure of
Gil Robles from the War Ministry had upset a vast and elaborate
plan for imposing Fascism from above. A meeting held at the
time in the house of General Fanjul, who a year later led the
Madrid insurrection from the Montana Barracks, had to be
adjourned because of the unexpected speed with which the
Cabinet crisis arose and was overcome. But Senor Gil Robles had
lost no time at the War Office. All the generals on whom the
honour of the 1936 rebellion was to fall were given key positions in
the Army. General Franco was appointed Chief of Staff, General
Goded Director of Military Aviation, and General Fanjul Under-
secretary for War. General Mola was given command of the
Army in Morocco. When, on one occasion, even the lukewarm
and condescending President Alcala Zamora referred to this
preference for generals well-known for their anti-Republican
sentiments, Senor Gil Robles answered that he had chosen the most
capable ones. He said nothing, however, of the fact that their
chief merit in his eyes was their amazing aptitude for breaking the
oath of loyalty in which they swore to obey no other power than
the established Constitution, and to remain faithful to the
Republic.

An army does not serve its purpose, however, merely by
maintaining a fine group of generals. It must be well trained, and
as the enemy against which Senor Gil Robles was preparing his
military machine was the Spanish people themselves, the chief
objective of the manoeuvres which took place during his period of
office as War Minister was to familiarize the men with the territory
where the rebels might expect to encounter the greatest re-
sistance. Thus, in the summer of 1935, General Aranda, Military
Commander of Asturias, had the honour of being warmly con-
gratulated by the War Minister and by General Franco, Chief of
Staff, when these gentlemen attended the manoeuvres which he
had organized in that region. It was here that the Asturian
. miners had, in the previous October, given proof of so much

bravery and strategic ability that Franco was forced to bring over

from Africa sufficient Moroccan soldiers to carry out a campaign
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